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Samuels not getting involved in 2012 elections

by: Jon Campbell 

February 9, 2012

A staple of the past two state Senate election cycles said today he’s not going to be getting involved in 2012, instead choosing to focus on his new group’s push to reform the state constitution.

Bill Samuels, who was finance chair of the Senate Democrats’ successful 2008 push to take over the majority and helped lead an effort to oust embattled Democratic Sen. Pedro Espada in 2010, told Gannett’s Joe Spector today he would not be getting involved in 2012, blasting both parties for failing to act on an independent redistricting process.

Samuels heads the reform-minded New Roosevelt Initiative, and is part of the Citizens Committee for an Effective Constitution, a bipartisan group dedicated to reforming the state’s constitution. He appeared on our Live from Albany series today. (You can watch the full interview here.)

“I was finance chair in 2008 when the Democrats won the state Senate. They blew it. They had control, they didn’t pass independent redistricting, and both parties therefore have to blame. So I do not plan to be active in the legislative races this year,” Samuels said. “New Roosevelt and effectiveny.org, we’re going to focus on constitutional change because frankly neither party has done it, and we need to go to the people and get them interested in it.”

Samuels was also plenty critical of Gov. Andrew Cuomo, who has vowed to veto any district lines that aren’t drawn by an independent commission, but hasn’t taken his message on the road like he has with other top issues.

He floated the idea of a constitutional amendment—which Senate Republicans say is necessary to implement an independent redistricting process—that would allow an independent panel to redraw district lines in 2014, and then again each time a new Census is released. All state legislators and congressional representatives face re-election every two years.

“The question is does Cuomo really want to change this permanently,” Samuels said. “I have my doubts, whether they’re all winking at each other. A veto is a wink.”

“We should be going for constitutional amendment taking effect in 2014,” he added. “Right now, that’s what Cuomo should do, and that should be the compromise in the Legislature.”

Here’s a pair of videos of Samuels; the first discusses the 2012 election cycle, the second is on Cuomo’s strategy regarding redistricting.
http://bcove.me/wejo1mou 
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